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CITY OF MILWAUKIE 
CULTURAL RESOURCE INVENTORY 
Statement of Significance 

ADDRESS: 1620 S.E. Waverly Drive 

The William MacMaster House, constructed in 1922, is the finest 
example of the Colonial Revival style in Milwaukie. It is 
distinguished by outstanding design features including the 
elegant entrance with its paired, paneled doors, Swan's neck 
pediment, full entablature, and Ionic pilasters. The handsome 
stuccoed exterior is embellished with quoining, polygonal bays, 
and a massive endwall chimney. A Palladian window is located on 
the north elevation. Basically rectangular in plan the main 
volume of the house is flanked by two smaller wings on the side 
elevations. The house is located near the entrance to the 
Waverly neighborhood across the street to the south from the golf 
course. 

Known as "Ravenswood" this was MacMasters second estate within 
Waverly; in 1908 he built "Ardgour", torn down in 1937, the 
Clarence E. Francis Home was built on the same location--the 
estate site is still referred to as Ardgour. Ardgour was one 
of the first "permanent" dwellings: many of the club members 
maintained their primary residences in Portland up until that 
point and looked on their Waverly estates as country cottages. 
On the completion of Ardgour, MacMaster moved his family to 
Waverly and maintained it as his permanent residence, many of the 
club members followed suit; looking on Waverly as their primary 
homes. 

William MacMaster was born in Silverdale, England in 1858. Both 
parents were Scottish. MacMaster was educated in Scotland 
coming to Oregon in 1883 as financial representative of the 
Dundee Land Company. In 1890 he formed a real estate investment 
firm with A. H. Birrell, buying Birrell out in 1903. In 1922 he 
associated himself with his son-in-law, the firm known from then 
until his death as MacMaster & Ireland. 

A respected and successful businessman, MacMaster was a tireless 
local and state booster. He was president of the Arlington Club, 
he was twice president of Waverly--considered the primary force 
behind the acquisition and formation of the club on its present 
site--and twice president of the Portland Chamber of Commerce. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: TICOR Title Company Records, Oregon, City. 
Oregon Journal, 23 March 1937 p . 3. 
Dimon, Elizabeth. Twas Many Years Since. 

RECORDER: Koler/Morrison Consultants DATE: 3/88 
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Significant 

Revised Narrative 

Scores of 10 on PERSON and STYLE 

1. PEESON/GROlJP/ ORGANIZATION: Associated wjtb the life or actiyjties of a person. 
~up. or~anization. or instirution that bas made a si~jficam contribution to the cornrnunicy. 
state. or nation. (10 out of 10 points, Particularly Strong) 

Known as "Ravenswood" this was William MacMasters' second estate within Waverly; in 
1908 he built "Ardgour", torn down in 1937, the Clarence E. Francis Home was built on the 
some location--the estate site is still referred to as Ardgour. Ardgour was one of the first 
"permanent" dwellings: many of the club members maintained their primary residences in 
Portland up until that point and looked on their Waverly estates as country cottages. On the 
completion of Ardgour, MacMaster moved his family to Waverly and maintained it as his 
permanent residence, many of the club members followed suit; looking on Waverly as their 
primary homes. 

William MacMaster was born in Silverdale, England in 1858. Both parents were Scottish. 
MacMaster was educated in Scotland coming to Oregon in 1883 as financial representative of 
the Dundee Land Company. In 1890 he formed a real estate investment fum with A.H. 
Birrell, buying Birrell out in 1903. In 1922 he associated himself with his son-in-law, the 
firm .known from then until his death as MacMaster and Ireland. 

A respected and successful businessman, MacMaster was a tireless local and state booster. 
He was president of the Arlington Oub, he was twice president of Waverly--considered the 
primary force behind the acquisition and formation of the club on its present site--and twice 
president of the Portland Chamber of Commerce. 

Annie MacMaster was the head of all the women's war work (1916) 
throughout the Pacific Northwest for the YMCA during World War 
I. The house was built by Drake-Voss Construction Company . 
William MacMaster was in the business of real-estate 
investments. 

2. EVENT: Associated wjth an event that has made a sj~ificaot contribution to the communjty. 
state. or nation. (0 out of 10 points, None) 

3. PAmRN: Associated wjth. and mustratiye of. bJ"Oad panerns of culrural. socia}. political. 
economic. or indystria1 history jn the commynity, state. or nation, (0 out of 10 points, 
None) 

4. STYLE/BUILDING IYPE/CONVENTION: Sj~ificance as an example of a panicular 
architecrural scyle. buildjn~ type. or convention, (10 out of 10 points, Excellent) 

The William MacMaster House, constructed in 1922, is the finest example of the Colonial 
Revival style in Milwaukie. It is distinguished by outstanding design features including the 
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elegant entrance with its paired. paneled doors, Swan's neck pediment, full entablature, and 
Ionic pilasterS. 

Architecture - 20th Century 

5. DESIGN/ARTISTIC QUALITY: Si~ificance due to gualirv of composition. detailim:. and 
rnftsmansbip. (4 out of 4 points, Excellent) 

The handsome stuccoed exterior is embellished with quoining, polygonal bays, and a 
massive endwall chimney. A Palladian window is located on the nonh elevation. Basically 
rectangular in plan the main volume of the house is flanked by two similar wings on the side 
elevations. 

There i s a full-height polygonal bay window with tent roof and 
spandrel. The main entrance has Ionic pilast ers and a broken 
scroll pediment. There is a belt course above heads of second 
story windows. 

6. MATERIALS/CONSTRUCTION: Si~ificance as an example of a panicular material or 
method of construction. (0 out of 4 points, Of little interest) 

The siding material is made of stucco. There are also quoins 
made of stucco. The door is paneled. 

7. INTEGRITY: Si2Jlificance because it retains its ori~nal desj~ features. materials. and 
character. (7 out of 7 points, No apparent alterations) 

8. RARITY: Si2J1ificance as the only reroainin~. or one of the few remainin~ pnu>erties of a 
particular style. buildin~ type. desj~. material. or method of construction. (7 out of 10 
points, One of a few) 

9. LANPMARK: Si~jficapce as a yjsuallandmark. (5 out of 10 points, Conspicuous) 

The house is located near the entrance to the Waverly neighborhood across the street to the 
south from the golf course. 

10. SEJTING: Sj~jficance because cmrem land-use suuouodin~ the propeny contributes to the 
inte!Wty of the perrinem historic period. (4 out of 4 points, Excellent) 

11. CONTINUITY: Sj~ificant because the propeey contributes to the continuity or character of 
the street. nei~hborhoo<i. or coromunity, (7 out of 7 points, Establishes character) 

MISCEI J ANEOUS NOIES 
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