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Narratives for Pietro’s Pizza Type II 

A. 

That strict or literal interpretation and enforcement of the specified regulation would 
result in practical difficulty or unnecessary physical hardship inconsistent with the 
objectives of the Sign Ordinance;  

The current sign code limits the height of a freestanding sign in the commercial sign district to 
25 ft. Pietro’s Pizza is seeking for height variance to allow the existing pole sign to be installed 
at a new location at a height of 31.25 ft. The existing Pietro’s sign will be installed on the 
existing pole used by the McGrath’s Restaurant sign, but the pole will be cut down so that the 
total sign height is 31.25 ft. We also ask to keep in mind the drop in elevation from Hwy 224 to 
the site (see more details below).  

Pietro’s Pizza was established in 1969 in Milwaukie. The iconic 20ft tall neon pole sign was 
commissioned by Mr. Norm Kolln and the sign was made by Ramsay Signs. Over the decades 
the sign has become a community landmark. The sign is a nostalgic piece for the community, 
symbolizing memories and events associated with Pietro’s Pizza. Moreover, the sign has been 
well-maintained over the decades and remains functional, representing a historical piece that 
has outlasted many other businesses. The sign is synonymous with Pietro’s Pizza and its use and 
purpose is essential to the success of the business.  

The sign was originally compliant with regulations but cannot be modified to meet current 
standards without damaging its integrity, unlike newer signs in commercial and industrial areas. 
The sign’s purpose is to attract patrons with its unique memorable design from the main roads 
(Hwy). Additionally, in the new location it faces visibility challenges due to elevation differences 
between the Hwy and site location (between 9-10 ft), and the pond between the Hwy and site 
impede for the sign to be any closer to the Hwy. Height adjustments are important to be able to 
accomplish the goal and purpose of the signs original intended use.  

B.  

That there are exceptional or extraordinary circumstances or conditions applicable to 
the property involved, or to the intended use of the property, which do not apply 
generally to other properties classified in the same zoning district; 

A unique difference that does not apply to other businesses in the same zone is that this 
sign was commissioned approximately 60 years ago, it’s a recognizable piece that would 
be impossible to modify to fit current code height standards. The proposal is to relocate an 
existing landmark sign to a new location, (from the original site location on Main St to the 



new Oak St site). Furthermore, the sign height requirements are based on normal 
commercial or industrial sites in the city, which are generally flat with minimal difference in 
elevation, especially between the street and the property.  However, the frontage along 
Highway 224 in the proposed location for Pietro’s sign drops in elevation of approximately 
9 to 10 ft. If the drop is taken into consideration, visually from the Hwy the sign is below the 
allowable height 25’.  

C.  

That strict or literal interpretation and enforcement of the specified regulation would 
deprive the applicant of privileges enjoyed by the owners of other properties 
classified in the same zoning district; 

The overall intent of the sign regulation is to allow for appropriate identification of 
businesses and prevent proliferation of signs and sign area. We are asking for the 
adjustment to simply allow an iconic landmark sign that has been part of Pietro’s Pizza for 
approximately 60 years to be placed at the new Oak St location with an adjustment of an 
additional 6.25 ft in height to accommodate the existing sign which is 21 ft tall. Because of 
the topography issue noted above (A -B), the additional height is necessary for the sign to 
be visible from Highway 224 but more importantly it is to maintain the sign as is and keep 
its original design. Moreover, we fear that requiring a 25-foot maximum height would 
greatly compromise the effectiveness of the sign without providing a corresponding visual 
or aesthetic benefit. 

D.  

That the granting of the adjustment will not constitute a grant of special privilege 
inconsistent with the limitations on other properties classified in the same zoning 
district;  

The height of the existing sign is due to its prefabricated measurements that were 
allowable when the sign was commissioned more than 60 years ago.  Modifying the sign 
would damage the visage of the sign, it would damage the recognizability of the sign, and it 
would have a negative impact to the purpose of its original intended use. Granting this 
reasonable height adjustment recognizes the uniqueness of a landmark sign and its 
location and topographic challenges relative to other properties that is not inconsistent 
with the intent and purpose of the sign code. 

E.  

That the granting of the adjustment will not be detrimental to the public health, safety, 
or welfare or materially injurious to properties or improvements in the vicinity.  



With its location adjacent to Highway 224, but with the sign set back more than 80ft from 
the edge of pavement, the small increase in sign height will not create a distraction for 
motorists or have any effect upon adjoining properties. ODOT was contacted and they 
have no objections to the sign height or location.  
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A PAN CHANNEL LETTERS ON RACEWAY 51 SO FT ~--~----------
QUANTITY: MANUFACTURE & INSTALLll l ONE SCALE: 1/2" = 1' END VIEW 

EXISTING ELEVATION 
NTS 

B PROPOSED ELEVATION 
NTS 

FABRICATION SPECIFICATIONS 

PAN CHANNEL 7 LIGHTING INTERNAL 6500 WHITE LED 
I LETTER FACE COLOR WHITE ACRYLIC #2447 
I LETTER TRIM CAP l "WHITE 
I LETTER RETURN COLOR WHITE COIL 

I RETURN DEPTH 5" 
IREG MARK WHITI ACRYLIC WITH YIKYl T 

RACEWAY I CONSTRUCTION EXTRUDED ALUMINUM 
ISIZE B"x31/2" 
I PAINT COLOR PER COLOR KEY 

GENERAL NOTES 

FABRICATE & INSTALL PAN CHANNEL LETTERS WITH RACEWAY 

COLOR KEY 

PAINT7 TO MATCH BUILDING TB□ I 

VINYL i 3M #220-53 CARDINAL RED I 

NOTE: THE COLORS DEPICTED ON THIS RENDERING REPRESENT COLOR INTENT ONll 
AHO MAY NOT MATCH ACTUAL COLORS ON FINISHED PRODUCT. PLEASE REFER m COLOR 
CALL-OUTS AHO SPECIFIED VENDOR SAMPLES FOR APPROVED COLOR SPECIFICATIONS. 

DETAIL 
RACEWAY 

040 ALUMINUM 
CHANNEL LETTER 

RETURNS 

TRIM CAP 

LEO MODULES 

ACRYLIC FACES 
WITH VINYL 
OVERLAY IF 

NEEDED 

POWER SUPPLY 

LED ILLUMINATED CHANNEL 
LETTERS ON RACEWAY 

ALUMINUM 
RACEWAY CLIPS 
INSTALLED WITH 
3" x 3/8" LAG AND 
LAG SHIELD 
SPACED MAXIMUM 
30" ON CENTER 
FOR LENGTH OF 
RACEWAY 

MAIN 
DISCONNECT ELECTRICAL 

SWITCH TO LOCATION 

VECTOR ART REQUIRED 
SURVEY REQUIRED 

BY OTHERS 

EITA&llil-l.60 tt l1 

PORTLAND 
9160 SE 74th Ave 

Portland OR 97206 
503-777-4555 

ramsaysigns.com 

Pietras Pizza® 
CLIENT: 

11030 SE OAK STREET 
MILWAUKIE, OR 97222 

ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE: 
JG 

PROJECT MANAGER 
KW 
DESIGNER: 
OH 
DATE: 
6/17/2024 

I 
DIRECTOR: 
KN 
DATE: 
6/18/2024 

© 2024 by Ramsay Signs, Inc. 
These plans are the exclusive property of R,msay 
Signs, h1<:. lhe original work. of its design team. 
!hey are submitted to your compa,y for ihe sole 
purpose of your consideration of whether to purchase 
lhese plans or 10 p"'chase hom Ramsay Signs. Inc. 
a si~n manufactured accordfn~ l(] these plans. 
Distnbutit1n or exhibitlon o( these plans to any,me 
other than l!'mployees of your company, or use of 
these plans to construct a sign similar to tho one 
embodied hereio, is eipressly forbidoen. In lne 
event that such exhibition occurs, Ramsay 
Signs Inc. expects to be reimbursed 15% of the 
total project value in compensation far lime and 
effort entailed In creatJng Uitse plaM. 

l73 Grounding an, Bonding Stalement lo, each 
permaR1mtty connected sign tile followi"Q statement 
or equivalent "!his ~gn is intendoo to be lnslalle,f in 
lhe accordance wllh the r"!uiremenlS of Alllcle 600 
of the Hational Electrical Code aoo/or other applicable 
local codes. !his Includes proper grounding a,d 
bonding of tll< sign" shou~ be elthOI dlrecrty marked 
on ti>< sign or labol attached to the sign, iacludeo in 
the illStallation instructions. or provided on a separate 
she-et 01 tay shipl)l!d wit~ the, sign.. The location of the 
disconnecl switch alter Installation shalt compti with 
Article 600.6 (Al 111 of tho National (loctrical code. 

APPROVAL: 
ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 

CLIENT 

LANOLORO 

DESIGN NUMBER: 
24-669R4 

REVISION NUMBER: 
Rl,7/23/24 DH R2,11/21/24 DH 
RJ 1/8/25 DH1 R41 2/4/2025 DH 

PAGE# 2 OF 4 



N -

0::, -C"') 

Ir.I 

' 

::..,,. -C"') 

Ln 

' 
C",J 

7' -0" 

D 

@ J-----+---------5.. m 

0::, -C"') 

Ir.I 

' . 
~ 
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1:1 QUANTITY: MANUFACTURE & INSTALL Il l ONE SCALE: 3/4" = 1' 

EXISTING NORTHEAST ELEVATION 
NTS 

m PROPOSED NORTHEAST ELEVATION 

5" 31/2" •• 
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1a" ____y_ 

END VIEW 

NTS 

FABRICATION SPECIFICATIONS 

PAN CHANNEL l UGHTING INTERNAL 6500 WHITE LED 
I LETTER FACE COLOR WHITE ACRYLIC #2447 
I LETTER TRIM CAP l "WHITE 
I LETTER RETURN COLOR WHITE COIL 

I RETURN DEPTH 5" 
IREG MARK WHITI ACRYLIC WITH YIKYl T 

RACEWAY !CONSTRUCTION EXTRUDED ALUMINUM 
ISIZE B"x31/2" 
IPAINT COLOR PER COLOR KEY 

GENERAL NOTES 

FABRICATE & INSTALL PAN CHANNEL LETTERS WITH RACEWAY 

COLOR KEY 

PAINT< TO MATCH BUILDING TB□ I 

VINYL ( 3M #220-53 CARDINAL RED I 

NOTE: THE COLORS DEPICTED ON THIS RENDERING REPRESENT COLOR INTENT ONll 
AHO MAY NOT MATCH ACTUAL COLORS ON FINISHED PRODUCT. PLEASE REFER m COLOR 
CALL-OUTS AHO SPECIFIED VENDOR SAMPLES FOR APPROVED COLOR SPECIFICATIONS. 

DETAIL 
RACEWAY 

040 ALUMINUM 
CHANNEL LETTER 

RETURNS 

TRIM CAP 

LEO MODULES 

ACRYLIC FACES 
WITH VINYL 
OVERLAY IF 

NEEDED 

POWER SUPPLY 

LED ILLUMINATED CHANNEL 
LETTERS ON RACEWAY 

ALUMINUM 
RACEWAY CLIPS 
INSTALLED WITH 
3" x 3/8" LAG ANO 
LAG SHIELD 
SPACED MAXIMUM 
30" ON CENTER 
FOR LENGTH OF 
RACEWAY 

MAIN 
DISCONNECT ELECTRICAL 

SWITCH TO LOCATION 

VECTOR ART REQUIRED 
SURVEY REQUIRED 

BY OTHERS 

EITA&llil-l.60 tt l1 

PORTLAND 
9160 SE 74th Ave 

Portland OR 97206 
503-777-4555 

ramsaysigns.com 

Pietras Pizza® 
CLIENT: 

11030 SE OAK STREET 
MILWAUKIE, OR 97222 

ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE: 
JG 

PROJECT MANAGER 
KW 
DESIGNER: 
OH 
DATE: 
6/17/2024 

I 
DIRECTOR: 
KN 
DATE: 
6/18/2024 

© 2024 by Ramsay Signs, Inc. 
These plans are the exclusive property of R,msay 
Signs, h1<:. lhe original work. of its design team. 
They are submitted to your compa,y for ihe sole 
purpose of your consideration of whether to purchase 
lhese plans or lo purchase from Ramsay Signs, Inc. 
a si~n manufactured accordfn~ l(] these plans. 
Distnbutit1n or exhibitlon o( these plans to any,me 
other than l!'mployees of your company, or use of 
these plans to construct a sign similar to tho one 
embodied hereio, is eipressly forbidoen. In lne 
event that such exhibition occurs, Ramsay 
Signs Inc. expects to be reimbursed 15% of the 
total project value in compensation far lime and 
effort entailed In creatJng Uitse plaM. 

l73 Grounding an, Bonding Statement 101 each 
permaR1mtty connected sign tile followi"Q statement 
or equivalent "!his ~gn is intendoo to be loslalle,f in 
lhe accordance with the l"!Uirements ol Alllcle 600 
of the Hational Electrical Code ,oolor other applicable 
local codes. !his Includes proper grounding a,d 
bonding ol tll< sign" shou~ be either dlrecrty marked 
on th< sigo or lalr<I attached to the sign. iocluded in 
the illStallation instructions. or ptGYided on a separate 
she-et 01 tay shipl)l!d wit~ the, sign.. The location of the 
disconnecl switch alter Installation shalt complj with 
Article 600.6 (Al 111 of tho Notional (loctricat code. 

APPROVAL: 
ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 

CLIENT 

LANDLORD 

DESIGN NUMBER: 
24-669R4 

REVISION NUMBER: 
Rl,7/23/24 DH R2,11/21/24 DH 
RJ 1/8/25 DH1 R41 2/4/2025 DH 
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EXISTING PYLON SIGN "FISH" 144 SQ FT 

NTS 
m PROPOSED PYLON SIGN 

94 SQ FT 
16.8 SQ FT 
16.8 SQ FT 

TOTAL 127.6 SO FT 

GENERAL NOTES 

REMOVE ANO RELOCATE EXISTING PYLON SIGN 
CUT AS INDICATED 

PRESENT LOCATION: 
10300 SE MAIN ST. 
MILWAUKIE, OR 

RELOCATE TO : 
11050 SE OAK ST. 
MILWAUKIE. OR 

REMOVE READERBOARD SIGN AND 
WOOD PILINGS FROM POLE SUPPORT 

REPAINT POLE 

COLOR KEY 
REMOVE: 144 SO FT 
INSTALL: 127.6 SO FT HI PAINT ( MATTHEWS BLACK [SATIN! I 

"PIZZA MAN" 127.6 SQ FT 

NTS 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I --,-
# 

I 
I 
\ , ____ , 

# ., _______ 

~:c: 

DETAIL 

NOTE: THE COLORS DEPICTED ON THIS RENDERING REPRESENT COLOR INTENT ONLY 
ANO MAY NOT MATCH ACTUAL COLORS ON F1NISH£D PRODUCT. PLEASE REFER TO COLOR 
CALL-OUTS AND SP[CIFlfD V[NOOR SAMPL[S FOR APPROVED COLOR SPECIFICATIONS. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
;. SIGN 

·----~ \ 
I 8'" PIPE I 

I 
# 

# 
# ----- # 

----------1/2" STEEL PLATE WELDED 
TO 10'" PIPE 

-~ 1/2" STEEL RING 

PLUG WELD 

I II___...---- 1/2" STEEL RING 

- ~ PLUGWELD 

---- 10·· PIPE 

SCALE: 1" =1'-0'" 
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PORTLAND 
9160 SE 74th Ave 

Portland DR 97206 
503-777-4555 

ramsaysigns.com 

Pietras Pizza® 
CLIENT: 

11030 SE OAK STREET 
MILWAUKIE, OR 97222 

ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE: 
JG 

PROJECT MANAGER 
KW 
DESIGNER: 
DH 
DATE: 
6/17/2024 

I 
DIRECTOR: 
KN 
OATE: 
6/18/2024 

© 2024 by Ramsay Signs, Inc. 
These plans are the exclusive property of R,msay 
Signs, h1<:. lhe original work. of its design team. 
They are submitted to your compa,y for ihe sole 
purpose of your consideration of whether to purchase 
lhese plans or lo purchase from Ramsay Signs, Inc. 
a si~n manufactured accordfn~ l(] these plans. 
Distnbutit1n or exhibitlon o( these plans to any,me 
other than l!'mployees of your company, or use of 
these plans to construct a sign similar to tho one 
embodied hereio, is eipressly forbidoen. In lne 
event that such exhibition occurs, Ramsay 
Signs Inc. expects to be reimbursed 15% of the 
total project value in compensation far lime and 
effort entailed In creatJng Uitse plaM. 

l73 Grounding an, Bonding Stalement 101 each 
permaR1mtty connected sign tile followi"Q statement 
or equivalent "!his ~gn is intendoo to be lnslalle,f in 
the accordance wllh the l"!UiremenlS of Altlcle 600 
of the H,tional Electrical Code aoo/or other applicable 
local codes. !his Includes proper grounding and 
bonding of tll< sign" shoo~ be either dliecrty maiked 
on th< sign or labol allached to the sign. iocludeo in 
the illStallation instructions. or provided on a separate 
she-et 01 tag shipl)l!d wit~ the, sign.. The location of the 
disconnecl switch after Installation shalt compti with 
Article 600.6 (Al 111 of tho Notional (loctrical code. 

APPROVAL: 
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OESIGN NUMBER: 
24-669R4 

REVISION NUMBER: 
Rl,7/23/24 DH R2.11/21/24 DH 
RJ 1/8/25 DH1 R41 2/4/2025 DH 
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